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Exports of German Leisure Vehicles Back to "Pre-Corona" Level 
 
Despite increase: Stagnant supply chains hamper production of motor 
caravans and caravans 
 
Dusseldorf / Frankfurt, 27 August 2021 
 
In the first half of the year, exports of German motor caravans and caravans picked up 

strongly again. Due to sometimes drastic measures to combat the Corona pandemic in 

many European countries, exports had fallen sharply last year. Around 28,000 leisure 

vehicles have been exported since the beginning of the year. This is almost 24 per cent 

more than in the first half of 2020 and corresponds to the level before the pandemic 

in 2019.    

 

Foreign demand for German-made motor caravans and caravans has picked up 

significantly in the first half of 2021, following a sharp decline in the previous year due 

to the Corona pandemic. A total of 27,833 leisure vehicles were exported in the first six 

months. This corresponds to an increase of 23.8 per cent. This means that exports have 

come through the Corona trough and are back to 2019 levels. The export ratio is at 40.2 

per cent, the same as last year. Since the beginning of the year, 16,761 motor caravans 

and 11,072 caravans have left the factories of German manufacturers for foreign 

markets. This is 20.4 and 29.4 percent respectively more than in the first half of the 

previous year. The export ratios are 37.5 and 45.0 percent respectively. “The high export 

ratio underlines the great importance of foreign business for the German caravanning 

industry. We are therefore pleased that demand in Europe has picked up so strongly 

again after the difficult year 2020,” says Daniel Onggowinarso, Managing Director of the 

caravanning industry association CIVD. “We also see further growth potential in most 

foreign markets in the coming months,” says Onggowinarso optimistically.  

 

Stagnant supply chains affect vehicle production 

Production of German motor caravans and caravans also increased sharply in the first 

half of the year, after having to be temporarily scaled down last year due to the 



 

 

pandemic. Between January and June, a total of 69,241 leisure vehicles rolled off the 

assembly lines of German manufacturers. That is 23.7 percent more than in the same 

period last year. Output is, thus, back at the record level of the "pre-Corona era". Motor 

caravan production grew by 23.6 percent to 44,637 units, caravan production increased 

by 23.8 percent to 24,604 vehicles. Nevertheless, the caravanning industry is currently 

struggling with supply problems, as Onggowinarso elaborates: “Production continues to 

be severely affected by a lack of components and raw materials. The order books are 

very full, but the strained and faltering supply chains prevent production from ramping 

up further. It will take several more months before the situation eases and the 

bottlenecks are gradually reduced,” Onggowinarso explains.  

 

 

For further information about caravanning, please visit our web site: 
www.civd.de, where there are also photos available for downloading. 
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About Caravaning Industrie Verband e. V. 
Caravaning Industrie Verband (CIVD) is the trade association for the industrial arm of the 
German caravanning sector. Our members include German and European caravan and motor 
caravan manufacturers, numerous caravan and motor caravan supply vendors and service 
providers, as well as public institutions and associations. Founded in 1962, CIVD represents the 
interests of the German caravanning industry for all matters of concern to its members, through 
lobbying and other communication measures directed at German and European political 
institutions and government authorities. The CIVD is also the ideal sponsor for Caravan Salon, 
the world’s largest caravanning industry trade show. In this capacity CIVD plays a pivotal role in 
promoting the progress and development of the European caravanning industry. 
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