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Run on caravans and motor caravans 
 
New registrations of leisure vehicles with record first half-year 
 
Frankfurt, 10 July 2020 
 
New registrations of leisure vehicles reached a record level of almost 55,000 vehicles 

in the first half of the year. This is around 4 per cent more than in the first half of 2019, 

with June accounting for a large share of this with an increase of just below 50 per 

cent. New caravan registrations recovered significantly after a Corona-related slump 

with a plus of 20 percent last month. New registrations of motor caravans even shot 

up by over 65 percent.  

 

The holiday form of caravanning is currently enjoying exorbitant growth in popularity. 

Despite the Corona pandemic, the caravanning industry experienced the best first half-

year of its history. New registrations of leisure vehicles rose by 3.7 percent compared to 

the first half of the previous year. In the first six months of 2020, 54,439 new vehicles 

were registered. At halftime, this is already the number for the whole year of 2016. In 

April, motor vehicle dealerships had to temporarily close down following a decision by 

the Federal Government and the federal states to combat the corona pandemic. This 

had led to a drastic slump in new registrations. With the easing of corona measures and 

the re-opening of dealerships, a strong catch-up effect set in in May, particularly in the 

motor caravan sector. Since then, there have also been many new customers who are 

interested in a holiday with a motor caravan or a caravan for the first time, as Daniel 

Onggowinarso, Managing Director of the caravanning industry association CIVD, 

reports: "Caravaning is one of the safest forms of holiday in these times, as you travel 

individually with a leisure vehicle and only with people from your own household, and 

are largely self-sufficient thanks to your own sleeping, living, cooking and sanitary 

facilities". From January to June a total of 39,627 motor caravans were newly registered. 

This is 12.0 percent more than in the same period of last year and a new all-time high. 



 

 

New registrations of caravans (14,812 units) are currently still 13.5 percent below the 

2019 half-year result. 

 

Run on leisure vehicles in June – catch-up effect for caravans 

In June, the caravanning industry experienced a real run on its products. A total of 

12,726 recreational vehicles came onto the streets for the first time – a new record for 

the month of June. This represents a whopping increase of 49.6 percent compared to 

the same month of last year. New registrations of motor caravans rose by an 

outstanding 65.4 percent. With 9,154 first-time registrations, the past month was the 

best June in the history of this vehicle segment. Caravan registrations rose by a strong 

20.0 percent compared to June 2019 to 3,572 makes. In May, the caravan market had 

recorded a minus of 15.8 percent. "Our assumption that the catch-up effect for caravans 

will set in somewhat later and more slowly has been confirmed," explains 

Onggowinarso. "The turnaround has been achieved. With the reduction in VAT, there is 

an additional incentive to purchase a leisure vehicle in the second half of the year. We 

are optimistic for the next six months," says the association's managing director.  

 

For further information about caravanning, please visit our web sites: 
caravaning-info.de or www.civd.de, where there are also photos available for downloading. 
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About Caravaning Industrie Verband e. V. 
Caravaning Industrie Verband (CIVD) is the trade association for the industrial arm of the 
German caravanning sector. Our members include German and European caravan and motor 
caravan manufacturers, numerous caravan and motor caravan supply vendors and service 
providers, as well as public institutions and associations. Founded in 1962, CIVD represents the 
interests of the German caravanning industry for all matters of concern to its members, through 
lobbying and other communication measures directed at German and European political 
institutions and government authorities. The CIVD is also the ideal sponsor for CARAVAN SALON, 
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the world’s largest caravanning industry trade show. In this capacity CIVD plays a pivotal role in 
promoting the progress and development of the European caravanning industry. 


