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Caravanning industry pushes for quick nationwide re-start in 
tourism 
 
Individual holidays with self-sufficient caravans and motor caravans are 
particularly safe in these times 
 
Frankfurt, 8 May 2020 
 
The caravanning industry is pressing for a quick re-start in tourism. The industry’s 

association CIVD welcomes the decision by Lower Saxony and North Rhine-Westphalia 

to allow caravanning tourism again from next Monday on. In these times, individual 

travel in self-sufficient motor caravans and caravans is safer than almost any other 

form of holiday.   

  

The past weeks have been tough for the caravanning industry. Due to the Corona 

pandemic, the assembly lines in the factories of the motor caravan and caravan 

manufacturers came to a standstill, dealerships were no longer allowed to sell or rent 

out leisure vehicles and due to the ban on tourist travel, there was a yawning emptiness 

on the camp sites and motor caravan pitches. "Now that the production of motor 

caravans and caravans is up and running again and dealerships and rental companies 

are once again feeling an increasing demand for leisure vehicles, it is time that camp 

sites and motor caravan pitches throughout Germany are also allowed to re-open," 

demands Daniel Onggowinarso, Managing Director of the CIVD. The industry 

association, therefore, greatly appreciates the decision of Lower Saxony and North 

Rhine-Westphalia as the first federal states to allow holidays with motor caravans and 

caravans again from next Monday on. The CIVD also welcomes the fact that other 

federal states have already joined the re-start in tourism by the end of May with 

concrete, multi-stage plans.   

 

Individual and self-sufficient – caravanning particularly safe in the current situation 

The association’s Managing Director Onggowinarso explains why caravanning tourism 

in particular can and should be made possible again: "Caravanning is a form of holiday 



 

 

that is particularly safe in the current situation. One travels individually and only with 

people from one's own household and, thanks to one's own cooking and sanitary 

facilities, is at home practically everywhere and therefore largely self-sufficient". In 

addition, the CIVD has worked out a corona protection concept with competent partners 

such as the German Tourism Association DTV, which can be implemented on many camp 

sites and motor caravan pitches. "The containment of the pandemic and the protection 

of the health of holidaymakers continue to have top priority. Our recommendations 

show that caravanning holidays and protection against infection are not mutually 

exclusive, but go hand in hand," Onggowinarso explains.    

 

Re-start before Whitsun important impulse for a battered economy   

Many caravanning enthusiasts also see it that way, as the dealers have been feeling 

increasing interest in this form of holiday since the re-opening two weeks ago. "The 

demand for new and used motor caravans and caravans was well as rental vehicles is 

there, but most customers ask the same simple question 'Where can we travel?'", 

reports Oliver Waidelich, Managing Director of the German association of leisure vehicle 

dealers DCHV. The fact that camp sites and motor caravan pitches will be able to 

welcome campers again in May is essential for the industry, as the start of the camping 

season at Easter has already fallen victim to the corona virus. It is, therefore, all the more 

important that the important Whitsun business is not lost as well. The re-start would 

also provide an important impulse for the German economy, which is currently hard hit, 

because contrary to old clichés, scientific studies have shown that motor caravan and 

caravan owners have particularly high purchasing power and are keen to consume. Their 

consumption during holidays of around 14 billion euros per year in Germany alone 

benefits not only the operators of camp sites and motor caravan pitches, but also 

retailers, the catering industry and a wide range of sports, leisure and entertainment 

service providers – in other words, above all industries and businesses that are 

particularly affected by the Corona pandemic.    

 

 



 

 

For further information about caravanning, please visit our web sites: 
caravaning-info.de or www.civd.de, where there are also photos available for downloading. 
 
Press contact:      Press contact: 
Marc Dreckmeier    Daniel Rätz 
Director Marketing & PR   Marketing & PR Manager 
Caravaning Industrie Verband e.V. (CIVD) Caravaning Industrie Verband e.V. (CIVD)  
Hamburger Allee 14    Hamburger Allee 14 
60486 Frankfurt am Main   60486 Frankfurt am Main 
Germany     Germany  
Phone: +49 69 704039-18   Phone: +49 69-704039-28 
marc.dreckmeier@civd.de            daniel.raetz@civd.de  
 
About Caravaning Industrie Verband e. V. 
Caravaning Industrie Verband (CIVD) is the trade association for the industrial arm of the 
German caravanning sector. Our members include German and European caravan and motor 
caravan manufacturers, numerous caravan and motor caravan supply vendors and service 
providers, as well as public institutions and associations. Founded in 1962, CIVD represents the 
interests of the German caravanning industry for all matters of concern to its members, through 
lobbying and other communication measures directed at German and European political 
institutions and government authorities. The CIVD is also the ideal sponsor for CARAVAN SALON, 
the world’s largest caravanning industry trade show. In this capacity CIVD plays a pivotal role in 
promoting the progress and development of the European caravanning industry. 
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